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igh school students

from Terlingua, Tex.,
really have to go that
extra mile to get an educa-
tion. They have the longest
school bus commute in Amer-
ica — a four-hour, 160-mile
round-trip!

What’s more, Terlingua is
wide-open ranching country and
the students live as far as 17
miles from the highway where

the bus stops.

Their parents have to drive them to
the bus along bumpy single-lane dirt
roads at slow speeds then pick them
up after classes. That adds up to an
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hour and a half to the round-trip.

“The students rarely miss the bus be-
cause their parenis know they’d have
to drive them to school themselves,”
said Wayne Milligan, local school su-
perintendent.

Terlingua, popuiation 500, doesn’t
have a high school. Students go to Al-
pine High School in Alpine, 80 miles
away.

The school bus leaves at 5:30 a.m.
sharp and that means the 20 high
schoolers from Terlingua have to get
up long before dawn. It's the start of
very long day.

“Sehool recesses at 3:45 p.m. The stu-
dents don't gel back to Terlingua until
5:45 p.m. and some of them don't get
home until 6:30 p.m.,” said Milligan.

“But kids are used to long trips in
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this part of the world. When their par-
ents want groceries, they have to go to
- Alpine.”

The National School Transportation |
Association, which represents school!
bus contractors. lists the Terlingua-to-
Alpine run as the Jongest school bus
trip in the nation.

On the road, students catch up on
sleep or do homework. Senior Daphne
Klingemann, 18, recalled that she once
‘read Shakespeare's play “Macbeth”
from cover to cover on one round-trip.

Jessica Garcia, 15, doesn't mind the
long commute.

“I’l} do anything for an education,”]
she said.

“Bui getting up al 4:30 a.m. every;
morning is pretty hard.”

|
PHILIP SMITH!



