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President's Report
Rex Jones

What is wrong with CASI? Nothing
other than a few special interests
groups that cannot have their way.
One of the five PODS in the Washing-
ton D.C. area claims to be the largest
POD in CASI and yet the state cookoff
had less than 40 entrants. WHERE
ARE ALL OF THE COOKS AND POD
MEMBERS AND WHY DO THEY NOT
SUPPORT THEIR STATE CHAMPION-
SHIP?

At present there have been 35
Great Peppers and Directors to vote on
the issue of rescinding recognition of
the Ladies State at Luckenbach. This
affects only the lady cooks of Texas,
but three of the four negative votes
have come from the Virginia and Mary-
land Pods. It is this small group of
negative voters who write the derogato-
ry comments about the Board of Direc-
tors and cooks of Texas that are pub-
lished, unedited, in the Goat Gap Ga-
zette.

Looking back over the past two
years as your President, I realize that
we have accomplished many things.
We now have our own cook site in
Terlingua, although much of the credit
goes to Vann York, Bob Whitefield
and Ken Hudspeth for doing the pre-
liminary work, many others have
helped to make this possible. The Old
320 is alive, well and has reason to be
very proud of themselves!

Many of you seem to forget the
position of Director is volunteer. I
knew this was a non-paying job when
I accepted it. But to be vilified by a
group who do not make positive contri-
butions is pushing my sense of fair

play too far. Those of you who have
helped me during my tenure as Presi-
dent have my greatest respect and
gratitude. To the rest of you, I can
only say that I am sorry that you have
let your own narrow-minded attitudes
infringe upon the goals of CASI. You
know who you are.

***

Executive Director's Report
Hut Brown

Great Peppers and Directors
Back Texas Women

Thirty-five out of a total of fifty-six
Great Peppers and CASI Directors
promptly returned ballots voting for
deletion of the exception to the chili
year for "The Luckenbach Ladies Cook-
off in Section 7, Article A, paragraph 3
on page 14 of the Official CASI Rules.
Four negative votes were recorded, only
one being from a Texas Pod. Since
only twenty-nine votes are needed for
a majority, Executive Director, Hut
Brown, has notified Rex Jones, Presi-
dent of CASI Board of Directors, that
the deletion has been approved.

Because of high interest in the
outcome of this official CASI vote, the
names of voting Great Peppers, identi-
fied by name as well as Pod, plus the
names of voting Directors are listed
below.

Voting in favor of the deletion: Ken
Large (Black Gold Pod), John Mont-
gomery (Colorado Pod), Barbara Con-
away (Concho Valley Pod), Jim Luhn
(Cowtown CASI), Beth Baxter (Dallas
Area Metroplex Pod), Dave Sitchler
(Del Rio International Pod), Dale
Flach (Dell Valley Pod), Kathy Le-
Gear (Golden Triangle Pod), Debbie

St. John (Heart of Oklahoma Chili
Heads), Mike Strack (High Desert
Pod, Karen (McFatridge) Inmon
(Houston Pod), Gary Christensen
(Iowa Chili Appreciation Associa-
tion), Phebe Cude (Mesilla Valley
Pod), Paul Crown (New Mexico Chili
Society), Mike Riordan (North of
Brazos Pod), Mike Crouch (North
Idaho Pod), James Dillard (Pasadena
Pod), Johnye Bayer (Pod of the Pass),
Sharon Roy (Purgatory Creek Pod),
Sammie Plant (San Angelo Cookers
Association),Don Causey (Classic
CASI), Jo Ann Audas (Rose City Pod),
Irene Duffield (San Antonio Pod),

Frank Fox (Space City Pod), Janie
Burruss (State of Texas Pod), Vickie
Childers (Tall in Texas Pod), Dottie
Cook (Top of Texas Pod), Rex Jones
(Director), Ralph Hay (Director),
Robert Bell (Director), Bob Whitefield
(Director), Hut Brown (Executive
Director), Bobby Aldridge (Director),
Ray King (Director), and Nancy
Spinks (Director and GP of Oak Pod
of Oakton, VA).

Voting against deletion: Del Smith
(Casinova Pod), Lillie Hackworth
(Highland Lakes Pod), Susan Pinnell
(Mason-Dixon Pod), and Richard King
(Old Dominion Pod).

Unreturned ballots: Guy Smith
(Border-Line Chili Heads), Wahnne
Clarke (Capital Pod), Poncy Aldridge
(Central Arkansas Pod), Dave Garner
(Chili Appreciation Society of Arizo-
na), Myrl Coultas (Chiliheads of Ari-
zona),
Charlie Gustafson (Dillingham Chilly

Pod), John Moss (Green Country
Chili and BBQ Too Pod), Jacqui Mag-
enheimer (Hoosier Pod), Neil McNeils
(La CASI Louisianne), Jack Johnson
(Llano Estacado Pod), Dixie Johnson
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What's the name of it, you say? Why,
"The Roadkill Cafe, You Kill It..We

M It! Tastes Real Good, Straight
From The Hood!" They have wonderful
entries like Chuck of Skunk, Shake 'n
Bake Snake, and Flat Cat-Served As A
Single or in a Stack!

You can't believe Miami. What a
melting pot of people. I've never seen
anything like it. They say there are
118 nationalities in Miami. You got
these black dudes that don't speak
black. They could have done voice
overs for Professor Henry Higgins in
"My Fair Lady." You know, "The Rain
In Spain Flows Mainly On the Plain?."
These ain't the kind of dudes I'm used
to; they are British from Nassau and
Bimini. And then you got all these
people speaking a different kind of
Spanish. They are everywhere! From
Trinidad, Haiti, Tobago and all around
the Caribbean from places I've never
heard of. And the strangest thing is,
all these Spanish speaking people don't
know a damn thing about tarn ales or
tacos. Weird! They drink this thing
called a Bahama Mamma that is a mix
of 151 rum, lemon, pineapple, coconut
'-'Ices and coffee liqueur. Could you

agine sitting around the campfire at
Terlingua all night drinking Bahama
Mammas? Barf city! And then you got
all these snowbirds from up north and
a zillion gray and blue hairs that drive
white Cadillacs (I wonder why?) from
NTawk and N" Joisey. And lots of blue
gums, which I'm comfortable with.
Bobby Bare is really singing to me, "Oh
How I Want To Go Home." Boy, do I
feel for Richard and Carol Knight!

In this horn of plenty different kind
of people, I did find a good place to eat
and I needed desperately to find a
place like Austin's, A Capitol Restau-
rant. This place took the edge off me
in a very comfortable surrounding. It
is a Texas ranch style restaurant serv-
ing good chili with cut beef, steaks,
bbq beans, cole slaw and cobbler.
They have smoked Danish baby back
ribs and also local seafood. They spe-
cialize in personal attendance and
make you feel at home. They have a
Stone Crab Festival every Friday night.
The steaks are grilled over hickory
coals and there is a full service cocktail
'->unge for the lizards. They pledge

ur satisfaction or you don't have to
pay. Austin's, A Capitol Restaurant is
45 minutes north of Miami on 1-95 at
the Boynton Beach exit at 1935 S.

Federal Highway. It is inside the Ram-
ada Inn (not part of it they tell you).
The phone number is (407) 736-5805,
open from 11:30-10:00 P.M. daily. If
you are traveling to south Florida and
are lonesome for a good bowl of chili,
then this is a place to try. Their motto
is, "You Have Tried The Rest...Now Try
The Best." Til give their chili a seven.

Is there a good chili joint in Con-
necticut? I'm going to try to find out
next month. It's turn-in time!

***

CHISOS SLIM
RANGE HUMOR

Let me introduce myself to you. My
name is Chisos Slim. I am a humorist,
a retired range cook who knows waddle
talk. I should know waddle talk be-
cause I am a waddle too. When I was
asked by the Terlingua Trails to write
you some stories about cowboy humor
and cowboy life on the range I said,
"Sure, that's easy for me because that's
the way I live today." Let me tell you a
good yarn.

This is the true story of General
Custer at the Little Big Horn. My
grandpaw Jesse was punching dogies
in West Texas in 1875. One day Jesse
went in to a fancy San Antonio restau-
rant and saw a sign that said:

CHILI...TWO Bits
CHICKEN FRIED RATTLE-

SNAKE...Four Bits
ARMADILLO SOUP...1 Dollar

Now Old Jesse figured that if people
would pay top dollar for armadillo soup
in a skimpy town like San Antonio
then the people in the East, where
there are lots of them would too. He
figured that if he could drive a million
armadillos from Texas, up the Chisolm
Trail to Washington D.C. where a mil-
lion politicians were and feed them
armadillo soup for a buck a bowl he
would be a millionaire. Simple eco-
nomics, eh?

So, he put his plan in place. He
rounded a million armadillos - up and
started his drive from Alpine to Wash-
ington D.C. in the Fall of '85. Old
Jesse was on his way! March, march,
march! He knew that 'dillos couldn't
swim so he put them on the backs of
turtles to be ferried across creeks and
rivers. There was no use trying to rope
the 'dillos because they would dodge
the loops by sticking their heads back

in their shells. At night he would lay
tnem on their backs to keep them from
running away, but he found they
kicked their legs so much they were
too tired to march-on the next day.
After one very cold night, he had to
leave behind a couple of hundred be-
cause of frost bitten feet. By that win-
ter they had reached the Red River and
could go no further. It was colder than
a black widow. They built a corral
Using frozen rattlesnakes as fence
posts and used javalena dung to keep
the 'dillos warm. Spring came and it
was time to move on. Here is where
some of the trouble began. The snakes
used as fence posts thawed out and
they ate all the armadillos. The snakes
then got married and laid eggs. The
eggs hatched, but they hatched baby
armadillos, not baby snakes. So, Old
Jesse said what the heck and contin-
ued his drive knowing the baby 'dillos
would be growed up by the time they
reached the capitol. Through Missouri!
Through Ohio and Pennsylvania! On
to Washington! March, march, march!
Right into the soup kitchens of the
U.S. Army at the Pentagon where Jesse
taught the cooks how to make armadil-
lo soup for the bureaucrats. He gave
the 'dillo shells to Pecos Bill as a gift
for the 5th Armored Division. Old
Jesse had made his million dollars.
Then the army sent the 7th Cavalry in
Montana the armadillo soup which
became the very first "A'rations." Gen-
eral Custer and his men ate the soup
and went loco from the rattlesnake
venom that was carried by the 'dillos
that were hatched from the snake eggs.
It wiped out Custers* command. You
figure it out. You would go loco too if
you ate this stuff. The Indians had
nothing to do with the battle. The
Pentagon has hid this secret for 115
years. This is the true story of Custer
and the Little Big Horn!

-ChiMMSlim

***A Chili Interview with 1900
Terlingua Champion,

Jerry Hunt

The Terltngua Trails recently caught
up with our 199O Champion Jerry Hunt
on a Sunday evening when he was
fresh in from a cookojf. Jerry is as
personable and friendly as many peo-
ple told us he would be. He is one
happy guy and wishes all chUi cooks
could have the experience he went
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Jerry Hunt

through at Rancho CASI de los Chlsos
last year. We would like to have start-
ed this Interview by asking him what
his recipe Is. We are sure everyone
wants to know that We started by
asking him how he got into chill.

Jerry: "I went to my first chill
cookoff in 1983 when I was visiting
some friends In Houston. They took
me to the Tomball cookoff. I really
enjoyed myself. Then, later that year I
saw an ad In the Shreveport newspa-
per advertising the Louisiana State
Chill Championships. I decided to try
my hand at cooking chill. My buddy
Ken Hetherwlck and me became cook-
Ing partners and we founded the Hi-
Octane Chill Team and entered the
cookoff.'

TT: How did you do?
Jerry: "Well, the cookoff went just

great. We lucked up and won 8th
Place. Of course that made us think
we really knew how to cook chill. We
made a lot of new friends and had
such a good time at the cookoff that we
decided to keep on cooking. We found
out real fast that we weren't as good of
cooks that we thought we were. I
think It must of been two more years
before we placed again. Those new
friends and the fun keep us coming
back.'

TT: How did you get on the win-
ning trail and do you have any favorite
cookoffs?

Jerry: "It's the chill people.
Thanks to a great many of the chill
cooks and their help we finally got to
where we could hit the top ten and
qualify to cook at Terlingua. Some of
my other proud times In chill have
been placing 3rd, 8th, and 19th In
1988, 1987 and 1989 at Chilympiad;

1st Place at the 1990 Louisiana State
Championship, 1st Place In barbecue
at the 1988 Louisiana State Champi-
onships, and four top ten places at the
Tyler Rose City Cookoff In 1985, 1986,
1987, and 1991. My favorites are
those with a lot of public like Chilym-
piad, Tyler Rose City, Cowtown, and
the Louisiana State. The public just
makes a better cookoff for me. I cook
In about 20 to 30 cookoffs a year but
these are my favorites."

TT: What Pods are you a member
of?

Jerry: "My main chill pod is La
CASI Louisianne. I also am a member
of the Rose City, Houston and CAP-
CASI pods as well as an Old 320 mem -
her."

TT: What do you do in real life?
Jerry: "I am a plumber In the real

world. I also have a catering business
on the side with my chill cooking part-
ner Ken Hetherwick. We do mostly on-
site catering consisting of barbecue,
chili, and fried fish. This is real fun.
And, of course I try to cook chill every
time I can get off for a weekend. It's
my true relaxation."

TT: Do you have any closing com-
ments?

Jerry: "I try to enjoy every cookoff
I go to, win or lose because chill cooks
are some of the finest people around.
I would also like to thank everyone
that has helped me through the years
because without them it would not
have been the fun it has been. I wish
all chill cooks could experience win-
ning Terlingua. It has to be the thrill of
a lifetime! Also, just hope we can keep
working for One Terlingua and that
CASI Is THE ONE!"

***

Jerry & Barbara Garrett and God-
son, "Gui"

On June 29, 1991, at the "Life. Be
In It." Chill Cookoff held at Bachman
Lake In Dallas, Texas, Jerry and Bar-

bara Garrett became Chill Godparents.
Their Godson is August (Gus) Charles
Worden. Their responsibilities Include
helping to teach Gus the Importance of
Chill In the world. This Includes:
learning to have fun, being with other
fun loving people, and understanding
that by being yourself In CASI, also
helps others. When he was three
months, the Garrets bought Gus a
CASI membership, probably making
him the youngest member. They
named his chill, "Dirty Diaper Chill."
When asked what their next project
with August would be, Jerry said he
needed to get a tatoo on Gus's rear end
In the shape of a chill pepper.
August's mom and Godmother may
have something to say about that! At
the cookoff, Jerry Garrett placed sec-
ond In show and fourth In beans.

***

CHILI COMMENTS
By Ray King

Congratulations to the Terlingua
Trails on becoming a monthly newspa-
per. CASI needs a monthly newspaper
to report the true views of CASI chill
cooks. You now have a paper that will
publish your letters without editorial
comments that are biased and full of
untruths. CASI will need your support
to make this monthly paper work. It
will take time and money to make this
a successful venture.

The Terlingua Trails is changing to
Improve the quality of our paper; not to
be a competitor of the Goat Gap Ga-
zette. I have and will continue to pay
my $25 or $30 per year to subscribe to
GGG. I have every issue since the mid
1970's and there have been several
other chill publications come and go.
Please don't confuse CASI progress
with GGG paranoia.

CASI needs a monthly publication
to publish upcoming cookoffs. Just
because I love the GGG doesn't mean
everyone does. There are hundreds of
chili cooks who don't like the GGG for
various reasons and that is why we
need an alternate option for publishing
upcoming cookoffs. Many cookoffs are
not held simply because some people
will not send In any thing to the GGG.
Using local newspaper advertising Is \o expensive and takes money away J

from their charities. We, as the best
chill organization in the world, should
offer our members an option. We have
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had a provision In our rules ever since
•wrote them in 1978 to publish a
jnthly C.A.S.I. paper.

I hope there are a large number of
chili cooks going to the Great Pepper
Meeting in Washington D.C. It's a
wonderful opportunity and excuse to
visit our nation's capital. You can
spend days visiting the places up and
down the mall (the BBQ on Saturday
night is not being held on an asphalt
parking lot at a shopping center). The
mall is a greenbelt running several
miles through the city. At the end of
the mall is the capital. Be sure to visit,
it is the largest building in the world
built from pork.

I read a comment in the GGG about
the Guadalajara cookoff continuing
until 1987. That is not correct. 1985
was the last and it did not have
enough cooks to qualify. It continued
two years after Richard Horton fell on
the steamer in the sauna and got a
waffle burned butt. Guadalajara was a
wonderful cookoff. We would have
continued to go if they had not discon-
tinued it.

Speaking of the Mexico Inter nation -
••I Cookoff, attendance would increase

It was moved to a different location
in Mexico. Nuevo Laredo has run out
of anything new to attract cooks. This
location has never been as good as
Guadalajara, but a lot cheaper.

I was talking to the promoters of
the Go Yankee Winter Cookoffs during
the July 4th weekend cookoffs. They
are anticipating 100 to 150 cooks for
this year's events. Their charity will
again be the Terlingua EMS. It would
be great if they could raise as much
money for the EMS as the Go Texan
Spring cookoffs do for the rodeo peo-
ple.

Without looking it up, how many
second place finishers in Terlingua can
you name? Only CASI cookoffs count.
I could only name 13. While we are
remembering, do you know the date of
the first C.A.S.I. National Capital Area
Chili Cookoff? I had to look this one
up. April 28, 1984. The cookoff was
headed up by Michael Le May.

Also, do you remember who said
"You can't know enough about chili"?
Answer next month.

***

BOOK REVIEW
by Ray King

This will be a new section of the
Terlingua Trails. If you have read a
book that you think other chiliheads
would enjoy; please write an article to
share with others. We need your In-
put. Mall to the editor.

I have been going to the Big Bend of
Texas for over twenty years. We usual-
ly go at least once every year. Until I
read Terrence E. Poppa's book, I nev-
er knew how rough the area was and
probably still Is. We must have been
too busy enjoying the beauty of the
area to notice the potential danger of
being killed. If you enjoy Terlingua
and the surrounding area, you will
enjoy reading this true story.

DRUGLORD The Life and Death of a
Mexican Kingpin - by Terrence E.
Poppa. $18.95 from Pharos Books - A
Scripps Howard Co. - 200 Park Ave. -
New York. New York 10166.

Set only miles from the Texas bor-
der - in America's "backyard" - Drug-
lord tells a tale of drug dealing, mur-
der and endemic corruption that
reaches into the highest levels of the
Mexican Government.

This riveting first-hand account
focuses on drug kingpin Pablo Acosta,
who smuggled a staggering sixty tons
of cocaine per year into the U.S. - a
substantial percentage of the total
estimated U.S. consumption.

Using material based on interviews
with Acosta and others, investigative
reporter Terrence E. Poppa traces the
druglord's rise and fall; his humble
beginnings; his rapid ascension to
power; his struggle to maintain control
over his expanding empire; the treach-
ery and over-indulgence that fostered
his downfall and his grisly death at the
hands of the Mexican police and the
federales - highly placed officers of
corrupt Mexican government he had
been paying off for years - who finally
turned against him.

Told with stark realism, DRUG-
LORD paints a vivid and shocking
picture of greed, evil and a government
gone haywire.

Terrence E. Poppa was outraged
by commonly acknowledged corruption
and crime in Mexico and asked to be
included in a project on drug smug-
gling at the El Paso Herald - Post,
where he was a reporter. His coverage
so angered Gilberto Ontlveros, a reput-
ed drug czar in Juarez, that Poppa's

life was threatened. But Poppa per-
sisted In his Investigation.

Several months later he knocked on
the door of Pablo Acosta, one of the
most notorious drug traffickers, in
Acosta's border hide-out in Ojinaga.
Poppa ended up spending two days
with Acosta and his bodyguards and
cronies. He walked away with the
druglord's account of gangland mur-
ders, payoffs to Mexican authorities
and details about the Mechanics of
drug smuggling. This interview and
subsequent investigative reporting by
Poppa resulted In this book.

Poppa was born In Ham tin, Ontario.
He was a Pulitzer Prize finalist in 1987
for Investigative reporting for this and
his other stories concerning drug traf-
ficking in Mexico. He now lives In El
Paso, Texas.

If you are wondering where Ojinaga
is located, it is the town across the
river from Preside. Pablo Acosta con-
trolled every town on the Mexican
border east of Ojinaga until the river
passes the National Park.

***

FAX your articles, ads and
letters to

TERLINGUA TRAILS!
Our new FAX number:

(318) 222-COPY

TO: CASI Board of Directors
SUBJECT: Decision Regarding the
Texas Ladies State Championship
Cookoff
FROM: Richard W. King, Great Pep-
per, ODPOD

Attached are letters from me to Hut
Brown and Laura Carlton concerning
the recent CASI Board of Directors
decision about the removing of the
original promoters of Ladies State
Championship Cookoff. As a Great
Pepper and your personal friend, I am
asking you to reexamine this entire
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issue in accordance with the four pro-
visions identified in my request to Hut
(see Page 2 of my letter to Hut
5/16/91) and current CASI Rules.
Also, please, inform me personally of
the outcome of this matter. Your per-
sonal and immediate attention to this
matter will be greatly appreciated.
Thank you in advance for your under-
standing. Your's in Chili, Richard
(5/16/91)

Mr. Hut Brown
Executive Director, CASI
1516PraireDrive
El Paso, Texas 79925

Subject: Texas Ladies State
Championship Cookoff

I recently received a package of
correspondence concerning the Texas
Ladies State Championship in
Luckenbach. I was shocked to see that
this cookoff will be summarily moved
from Luckenbach to Seguin this year
because of some disgruntled cooks.
Perhaps the package I received did not
present the whole picture. However,
from what I could discern, from the
information provided to me, there were
five issues which lead to the removal of
the original promoters and awarded
the cookoff to someone else. The five
issues I noted are as follows:
1) Advertising - posters listing the
dance before the cookoff and one from
the previous year.
2) "Bad" goody-bags.
3) No free dance tickets or tee shirts for
the cooks.
4) No expense money to Terlingua for
the top 3 places.
5) No charity designation in advertising
before the cookoff.

Moreover, the information provided
to me, which I presume that you have
seen, failed to note any discrepancies
in judging, monitoring, scoring or con-
duct of the chill cookoff that were in
violation of current CASI Rules. Again,
perhaps I missed something. Please
enlighten me, if indeed something such
as a major violation of the rules or
some other issue was missing from the
packet. However, if the above issues
are correct, I think that you will agree
that they are extremely weak reasons
for summarily taking a cookoff away
from a promoter. If this is the case,
then it has the appearance of a person-
ality clash between the promoter and

some cooks. This type issue can only
be settled between the two offended
parties and is clearly outside the realm
of the CASI organization.

Perhaps you have forgotten Hut,
but a similar type of incident happened
in Virginia several years ago when the
Clifton Gentlemen's Club & ODPOD
was about to lose the sponsorship of
the VA State Championship and I had
to travel to Las Cruces and plead our
case before the executive director,
board members, and disgruntled local
chill cooks. Fortunately I prevailed,
but only after a lot of help from my
friends and much negotiation with the
few disgruntled cooks. Since that time
in Las Cruces, I have never forgotten
the ordeal I had to go through for the
ODPOD and therefore cannot sit idly
by while someone else is in a similar
position and may need my assistance.
Because of this experience and a basic
tenet of fair play (due process under
law), I believe that you can understand
my position in this matter. Let's get
everything out in the open, no hidden
agendas and such. Just the facts and
make a fair and honest decision like
decent men and women do.

Therefore as a Great Pepper of the
Old Dominion Pod, I am requesting
that you direct the CASI Board of Di-
rectors to:

1) Reexamine, at length, the entire
issue of the Luckenbach Cookoff.

2) Immediately rescind your letter
of April 9, 1991 and reinstate the La-
dies State Championship to Lucken-
bach and the original promoters.

3) The CASI Board must clearly
and concisely identify all of the viola-
tions of the current CASI Rules which
occurred at last year's cookoff in
Luckenbach. If the Board's findings
determine that there was in fact major
violations of the present CASI Rules,
The Board should swiftly issue an ap-
propriate enforcement action as speci-
fied in the current CASI Rules, i.e.
place the promoter and cookoff on 1
year probationary period so that they
may be given a chance to "clean-up
their act." Let's have some "due pro-
cess" under the rules of our organiza-
tion. Remember Americans have died
face-down-in-the-mud all over the
world for this basic tenet. CASI, too,
must give this process a chance.

4) In any case, the Board must
immediately acknowledge that it may

have acted prematurely on this issue
and accordingly provide reasonable
compensation to both the Seguin and
Luckenbach promoters. After all, ev-
erybody makes mistakes. However,
the CASI Board of Directors is not only
willing to say that they make mistakes,
they are equally willing to "do the right
thing" for any documented financial
losses incurred by the promoters.

Hut, I would be more than happy to
discuss this matter with you at your
earliest convenience, please do not
hesitate to contact me at home in the
evenings (703) 631-9198. I'm sure
you'll agree that this kind of matter
must be straightened out immediately
and fairly.

Yours in Chili,
Richard W. King (5/16/01)

Laura Leatherland Carlton
135 New Haven
San Antonio, TX 78209

Subject: Texas Ladies State Chili
Championship

After reading the information that
you sent to me, I too am troubled with
the decision made by the CASI Board
of Directors regarding the Texas Ladies
State Championship. The decision, if
based on the information presented in
your package, does not appear fair and
equitable, nor does it appear to follow
the established CASI Rules & Proce-
dures.

At this point I can only offer you my
personal support and sympathy. Sev-
eral years ago, the ODPOD was in a
similar predicament and I had to per-
sonally plead our case to continue the
sponsorship of the VA State Champi-
onship before the CASI Board at the
Great Peppers Meeting in Las Cruces,
NM. Fortunately I prevailed, but only
after a lot of help from my friend and
much negotiation with a few discon-
tented Individuals. I will, however,
personally ask Bruce Pinnell and Nan-
cy Spinks, the two CASI Directors from
the East to reconsider the board's
decision. Also, I will write to Hut
Brown and ask him to either reconsid-
er his decision or provide a reasonable
explanation for the departure from the
established CASI rules.

I will keep you informed of their
correspondence with me. Good luck!
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Yours in Chill, Richard W. King,
Great Pepper, ODPOD

Mr. Del Smith, Great Pepper
Casinova Pod, Burke, Virginia

Dear Mr. Smith:
I want to know just when you

became a LADY TEXAN? The last time
I heard your voice, It was just a tad low
for a woman...I am wondering why you
have such a vehement involvement
with our Ladies State Chili Champion-
ship. I think that you must have a
problem and this was one way to get
your frustrations out. I have read your
letter addressed to Laura Leatherland
Carlton, and have discussed it with the
members of our pod, who are of the
male AND female persuasion and they
all think that your opinions are a little
out of line. You seem to want to find a
reason to blame the CASI DIRECTORS
and the Texas Ladies State Chili
Championship was it. First off, the
CASI DIRECTORS did not have any
thing to DO OR SAY about us moving
the cookoff site from Luckenbach. The
dissention has been there for the past
4 years. I don't know who gave you
your information, but I was always
taught that the majority rules. A poll
and vote was taken by a committee
appointed by the Ladies Cooks of Tex-
as, and the vote was by a 90% vote to
move the site to Sequin, Texas. Re-
garding snakes, if you are going to get
into a snake pit...be sure you have on
hip boots...or a REAL GOOD FRIEND
TO SUCK OUT THE POISON WHEN
YOU GET BIT. If you think that the
CASI Board of Directors is comprised
of snakes, maybe you should go to
high ground and not associate with
them. I reiterate, the CASI Board did
not have one thing to do or say about
this matter.

CASI Board of Directors???

Also, if the Ladies of Luckenbach have
your support, why don't you learn to
spell it right...then drive down and see

for yourself what goes on. You should
have done that first, before you spout-
ed off...

I have attended the last 5 cookoffs
in Luckenbach, and was more than
ready for the change. It is up to the
lady cooks to decide what they want
for their State cookoff and that is what
we did. I don't recall sending OUT OF
STATE for input. I guess, we just need
to get more involved in the running of
OUT OF STATE COOKOFFS that we
have no business interfering in...I
would also like to address your term
"gullible." The chili cooks that chose
to purchase pieces of The Old 320 did
so because they wanted to support
CASI and to be a part of something
that they are proud of. I dare to ven-
ture a guess that you did not buy a
piece of the Old 320. I resent your use
of the words "WORTHLESS SOUTH
TEXAS DESERT." THERE'S NOT A
PIECE OF TEXAS THAT IS WORTH-
LESS. If you feel that way, don't come
here and be miserable. Just stay
home in November and enjoy Virginia.

I am a Texas lady cook and
DAMNED proud of it and our decision
to move the cookoff. The cookoff has
been moved and it is final and all your
preaching isn't helping. Your problem
is with the Board of Directors on some
other issue, not ours...
Jo Ann Audas, Great Pepper, Rose
City CASI Pod, Tyler, Texas

To: All it may concern
From: Jim "Dog" Luhn, Great Pepper,
Cowtown Pod

I recently received a letter from
"Bad McFad" that got me thinking
maybe it's time I got my two cents
worth in like everyone else seems to be
doin'!

I got involved in chili in 1975. I
knew Hal John, Hondo, T. Tom and
Tolbert! Not many of us left that can
say they did. I'm still involved in chill,
but Tm not sure how much longer
that's going to last if this crap keeps
up!

First off, let me say this concerning
the GGG. How bout everybody gettin'
off their butt! Mama Goat and JoAnn
have done more for chili and BBQ than
anyone on the planet and without
them we'd be in sad shape! Nuff said!

Next, let's consider Luckenbach.
Best I remember, Hug-in '75 or '76 was
my first trip. I know I was there when

Beth Moon won the title In '76. I con-
tinued to be there off and on up till
1984 when I took over running the
Leukemia Society Cookoff from Doug
Belch. Luckenbach was always a mar-
velous place to go hang out, sing a few
songs and down a bunch to many
beers! I personally hate to see the
Ladles State go anywhere else. Howev-
er, contrary to rumors I've heard, Cow-
town Pod did Indeed take a poll of it's
members (only the ladies voted) and
the vote was unanimous to move out.
Cowtown Pod has four former winners
of Luckenbach as members and three
were present and votedl

I was at the meeting of the Texas
Great Peppers In Terlingua this past
year where the committee to negotiate
was formed. There were two CASI
directors present at that meeting. The
two directors both commented that
they had nothing to say because CASI
had no authority to move the Ladies
State. As far as I can ascertain, CASI
didn't move Luckenbach...the majority
of the ladies wanted it moved! Enough
of this CACA also!

One thing seems pretty clear to
me...if things continue to drift the
direction they're going...we're gonna
have TWO OF EVERYTHING If we ain't
careful! One last item and Til get off
the stage. We have enough problems
here in Texas without all the help we're
getting from you out of state folks! We
can screw this up just fine by our-
selves thank you very much!

Okay...I'm through singin' now.
Remember...the Great Peppers Meeting
in D.C. is only a short while off. It
should be a goodun! Have fun, raise
money and cook good.

Dear Chiliheads:

I really believe there has been more
than enough written about the Texas
Ladies State Cookoff, but I feel I have
to get a few things off my mind. This
cookoff needed to be moved and has
needed to be moved for a long, long,
time. The move was discussed at a
meeting in Terlingua, a committee was
appointed to look into the possibilities
of salvaging Luckenbach, the Great
Peppers of Texas polled the members
of their Pods, and the decision, based
on this poll, was made to move the
cookoff. THE CASI BOARD OF DIREC-
TORS HAD NOTHING TO DO WITH
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THE DECISION TO MOVE THIS COOK-
OFF.

I have read two too many letters
that have been written about our CASI
Board of Directors being behind this
move. The sad part about these let-
ters, aside from the fact that one was
slanderous in nature, is that they were
written by Individuals who # 1 are not
Texans, #2 are not women, and #3 are
Great Peppers of CASI Pods that obvi-
ously have their loyalties in another
area of the Chili world. How can these
non-Texans, non-women tell Texas
ladles where their cookoff should be
held? Have these people in fact been
to Luckenbach and seen the conditions
first hand? How can they possibly
know the circumstances that prompted
this move? Could It be that they have
been given erroneous information? I
would bet almost anything on that
being the case.

In 1985, I attended my first Luck-
enbach and was fortunate enough to
come in second place. I received a
wooden cutting board for a trophy.
The goodie bag, as I remember, was a
tee shirt advertising some store. In
1986,1 won the cookoff and received a
pretty nice trophy for first place along
with a recycled Chllympiad ice chest
and a few other giveaways left over
from the Men's state cookoff. That
year the big thing in the goodie bag
was an apron with the Luckenbach
logo on it. Mine was mailed to me after
the cookoff as the promoter was unable
to locate the box that contained the
aprons for the last several entrants in
line to get their goodie bags. I will
admit that the goodie bags have im-
proved to some degree since then, and
the trophies have come a long, long
way, however, the cooks party and the
dance have left many of us sitting
around our campsites scratching our
heads with wonder. With the entry fee
escalating every year, how can the
quality of the cookoff not be Improv-
ing? With the move to Seguin, we have
the opportunity for more spectators,
more sponsors, more space, and a
cookoff that is run by true CASI sup-
porters who are not looking to gain
anything but the satisfaction of giving
the ladies of Texas the quality cookoff
they have deserved for years. Hats off
to the Ladies of the State of Texas for
having the fortitude and will power to
at last get this cookoff moved. To the
three meddling out of State Great Pep-

pers who are trying to cause friction
within the CASI organization because
of this move, please tend to your own
CASI Pods and the state cookoffs with-
in your respective areas. The Ladies of
the State of Texas have spoken, and we
have moved the Texas Ladies State
Cookoff to Seguin.

Patti Cook, Great Pepper, Top of
Texas Pod CASI

Goat Gap:

After reading the letters in Terlin-
gua Trails and the Goat Gap, I thought
I should put in my 2 cents worth. In
answer to Elton Homsley's statement
about a cook from a 6 point state only
needing to attend 2 cookoffs, place first
and third and qualify for Terlingua,
that has always been true. The 15
cook rule did not affect the 6 point
states at all.

I believe that the purpose of our
CASI is to promote chili while support-
ing various charity's and at the same
time have some fun. These goals can
be accomplished with only 15 cooks.
Yes the 15 cook rule will qualify more
cooks for Terlingua. "What's wrong
with that"? I think that the Terlingua
cookoff should be the biggest chili
cookoff in the world. The more cooks,
the more spectators and the more
publicity for Chili and CASI. We
should do what is required to qualify
cooks from all of the states and as
many other countries as possible.

Arizona has 3 pods and before the
15 cook rule change, we coordinated
our cookoffs to eliminate having 2
cookoffs on the same weekend. After
the 15 cook rule was passed, we at-
tempted a cookoff from each pod on
the same day. Low and behold, all 3
cookoffs were sanctioned. What was
more surprising was that we had 25
cooks at 2 of them and 24 at the other.
So the goals of promoting chili, raising
money for charity and having fun, were
accomplished in Phoenix, Tucson, and
Douglas, Arizona, all on the same day.
We have in the past, had unsanctioned
cookoffs that have brought in larger
crowds and made more money than
some of our sanctioned cookoffs.

So far this chili year, the Infamous
"Go Yankee Cookoffs," have been the
only instance that anyone has really
tried to take any unfair advantage. It
Is the only time that I know of that any
elected CASI offlcial(s) decided to go

out on their own and "Teach Those
Great Peppers A Lesson." Like it or
not, CASI is a democratic organization
and the Great Peppers are starting to
use the process to do what they believe
is good for CASI. There is no room In
CASI for those elected officials who
think their opinion carries more weight
than the Great Peppers. I can tell
those people now, that the Great Pep-
pers are now In control and that we
will support those policy and rule
changes that are adopted at the Great
Peppers Meeting. Anyone who cannot
participate In CASFs democratic pro-
cess, should start cooking "Turkey."

Myrl Coultas, Great Pepper, Chill-
Heads of Arizona

Dear Terlingua Trails:

As of this date the Black Gold Pod
has ten (10) Chill Cooks and two (2)
Show Teams qualified to attend the
Cookoff at Rancho CASI de los Chisos
in November. Those of us not in this
number (and praying to Chiligula for a
little aid and assistance) should not be
without our chances, as there is a
cookoff scheduled in our area for every
weekend between now and that time. *

To promote chili, and the new La-
dies State at Seguin, our Pod voted to
pay expenses up to $50 for each lady
member who would go there and cook.
As we have had but a few to cook at a
State Championship cookoff, we hope
this will encourage their first atten-
dance and keep them going back for
more.

We plan on having a cookoff in the
next Chili year with the proceeds going
to foster the drilling of a water well at
Rancho CASI de los Chisos. More on
this at a later date, as we would like to
extend a challenge to other Pods to see
who could raise the most money to-
ward this.

Enclosed is an article from the
Lubbock Avalanche-Journal, by Bob
Horton. Bob, is an Editorial writer and
columnist for that paper and is also
the Pepper Popper Elect of a new Chili
Pod, the South Plains of Texas Pod,
that will ask to be seated by CASI at
our Great Peppers Meeting In Septem-
ber. Bob is responsible for a number
of editorials promoting chili and chil'
cookoffs in West Texas.

With best regards and good cook-
ing. (Article on Page #)
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Ken Large, Great Pepper, Black
Gold Pod

Dear Editor & CASI Members:

As a Great Pepper of Pugent Pod,
Tm relieved to find that wandering
windbag, the Old Wlndbreaker, in
Terlingua Trails. I wondered where he
disappeared to. While sniffing through
his wind on chill happenings in the
Pacific Northwest, I was glad I've been
upwind instead of down for the last
couple of years. After my nostrils quit
twitching, bits and (if you'll pardon
the word) snatches of pleasant memo-
ries came back. Bananas, furry badg-
es, I remember now, that was back
when people were happier having fun
at chili cookoffs than beating on each
other. Those were the good old days!

You know, I appreciate insider
humor as much as the next guy, but
not at the expense of offending or
alienating potential future members.
No one I know Is for censorship,
whether it's our pod paper the Chill
News, the Goat Gap Gazette or Ter-
lingua Trails. On the other hand,
what's wrong with using your head
about what you write or publish? Is it
so bad to think before you speak? I
think not.

I guess Til have to destroy the pic-
tures I took in Terlingua last year.
Those two ladies from Midland sure
had great personalities though! I sure
liked the ones of them next to the
sheriffs car. Maybe I better get some
copies over to the old windbag for his
collection before I hide the negatives.

The old windbag's letter does point
up a problem many Pods have experi-
enced. How do you keep people in-
volved in a positive way during a peri-
od of rebuilding, change and growth?
Our Pod seems to share this problem
with CASI as a whole. They say that if
you're not growing you're dying. This
applies to organizations as well as
people. CASI has to attract new mem -
bers in order to grow and thrive as the
premier chili organization in the coun-
try! This begins with the Pods!

The horror we've experienced is
that a few of our Pod members have
engaged in negative criticism and ac-
tion, reminds me of children who,
when they can't have their way, suck
their thumbs in a corner. Well, let's
send them all to bed without supper
and get on with the job and the fun!

Our theme here in Washington has
been MORE FUN IN 91. We think it's
working. Except for the occasional
breeze or two, there has been a marked
decrease in wind here in Washington.

Unfortunately, for some It's easier
to criticize and destroy than it is to
think and create. We've all had to deal
with this problem once in awhile. Our
solution is to move on, leaving the hot
air and old windbags behind. Maybe
we ought to try it Nationally, too! Sin-
cerely, Michael Baldwin 7/9/91

MORE GOOD NEWS PROM THE
GREAT STATE OP ARIZONA

In the last issue, I'm sure you re-
member, we began to identify the pos-
sibility that the first bowl of chili was
cooked ir Arizona. Well fans, each day
the possibility that might be true be-
comes more real. Our professional
(also known as (AKA) High Desert Pod
Chili Cooks) research team has uncov-
ered several interesting "facts."

Some of the early literature con-
cerning the "first bowl of chili" identify
the great city of El Paso as the first
place. Well, we've determined that the
bowl was probably created in the Arizo-
na Territory. I mean read it folks --
Bowl of Chili - El Paso - Arizona Ter-
ritory. So much for that.

Now on to the good stuff. Remem -
ber our objective. Prove that the first
bowl of chili was cooked In Cochise
County (to remind you, the Cochise
County Pod - High Desert Pod). Re-
cently we discovered that within the
San Pedro Riparian National Conserva-
tion Area (Note: That's in Cochise
County) there is concrete evidence that
the early settlers may have made a
chill like substance as a staple in every
day life. The place was the Spanish
Presido De Santa Cruz de Terrenate.
The Presidio was established in 1776
by an Irish mercenary, Hugh O'Conor
for the King of Spain (Carlos HI).
Could the origin of our chill be a
southwestern version of Irish stew?
Why not? Since our archeologist
(chiliologists) are still digging, we can
say no more. Hopefully, in the near
future we'll have pictures.

Mike Strack, Great Pepper, High
Desert Pod

***

"We Get Letters!"

Response to the GGG Editorial

The GGG states that they are neu-
tral but let's scrutinize the writing
staff. Well, they list eight regular con-
tributors that contribute on a monthly
basis and all except one, Barbara Fox,
attend the Behind the Store cookoff, if
they attend any. It is almost impossi-
ble not to let your beliefs slant your
writing, that Is if they are all human.
For the first few years that the Behind
the Store split from CASI, there was no
one from the GGG to cover the CASI
Cookoff. In fact, one year the GGG did
not print the winners of the CASI
Cookoff in the December issue. Jo
Ann Hoi-ton said, "I called several peo-
ple trying to find out the winners."
She did not have to call the other cook-
off because she and Judy Wimberly
attended that cookoff. You should
cover news whether you agree with it
or not, again assuming fairness and
neutrality. It is true that they give
more coverage to CASI on a monthly
basis, because there is about ninety
percent more happening with CASI
than the other group.

The defense of the Mexico Grande
Cookoff is Guadalajara is surprising in
view of the past stand of the GGG.
Prior to the rules taking effect in 1979
the only way to get a cookoff sanc-
tioned was through Frank X. Tolbert
or Hal John Wimberly. I won the
Cookoff in 1977 and Hal John would
not sanction it. He said, "it was not an
open Cookoff because a lot of people
could not afford to attend." I made a
personal appeal to Hal John to no
avail. Frank heard about it and did
sanction it. The next year Hal John
sanctioned it as a regular cookoff and
I was lucky enough to win it again and
did receive 3 points. It was CASI that
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made it an International so that the
top three would qualify. Yes, there
were a few Mexican teams that enter-
ed. One team won Showmanship al-
most every year. I do not think that
any of them ever placed in chili. It
would be great if there were some Mex-
ican teams competing now. The true
reason for moving the Cookoff was not
that CASI could not control the Cook-
off, because CASI does not want to
control any Cookoff except "CASI Terl-
ingua International Chili Champion-
ship." Mexico Grande was run by CASI
supporters and so is Mexico Interna-
tional. Nancy Becker was the promot-
er of the Cookoff and after experiencing
a divorce, she lacked the funds to
stage it properly. I can empathize with
her on that.

I am not fully versed on the move of
the Ladies State, but I understand that
it was a grass-roots movement by the
Lady Cooks. Anyway, it appears that it
is moved and I am sure that most will
chose sides. So be it, but please try to
receive factual information before mak-
ing a decision.

A. Vann York

Dear Rex Jones, CASI Directors, &
CASI Great Peppers:

This is a most terrible letter I have
to write. Norma and I have been CASI
supporters of the strongest sort for as
long as we have been cooking chili.
Now it appears that can no longer be
unequivocally true.

I believe that CASI was founded on
the high principle that it was impor-
tant to provide an organized and co-
herent equality and fairness within the
chili world and that the primary ob-
jects of that fairness are the cooks and
the operation of cookoffs. In my mind,
fair means that no decision or rule
could ever be made which would re-
duce or even appear to reduce the
equality of any cooks, any cookoff,
anywhere. It means that no cookoff
could be damaged without due pro-
cess. AND it means that "RIGHT"
should not be modified by a vote of the
majority of the Directors or of any
Great Peppers.

The first time my faith was shaken
in that belief was after the Terlingua
1989 when the Directors decided that
holders of Old 320 shares deserved
and would receive an assigned site in
the arena at Terlingua, thus creating

second class qualifiers who were not so
privileged. This came within hours of
a decision by CASI Directors that cer-
tain cooks at the 1989 championship
could not receive preferential assign-
ments. (This decision was applauded
by every cook I know.)

The second time my opinion re-
ceived this jolt was after the Great
Peppers meeting in Galveston, when it
was revealed that an unexpected vote
had made it so very easy for some
cooks having access to very small
cookoffs to receive qualification points
at a rate much higher than cooks in
other areas. (Then many Directors
became very angry when the basic
unfairness of this was demonstrated in
central Texas.)

And now the third time. The rules
clearly state that a cookoff that fails
any technical rules has one year of
probation to correct its mistakes and
put itself back on the straight with
CASI. We have a case with the Luck-
enbach Ladies State Championship,
where that was not applied and this
cookoff was not even guilty of any
technical mistakes. There was a com -
mittee of three appointed at Terlingua
to meet with the cookoff organizer and
present the known grievances and to
gather facts for CASI and the Texas
Great Peppers. Two of those commit-
tee members were actively working
with the cookoff to give it a chance.
Certainly, no one knows if it would or
could succeed, but it deserved the
opportunity. One member of that
committee apparently decided that it
did not deserve that measure of fair-
ness and made statements to her POD
to the effect that it couldn't succeed
and did not need to be given the
chance to try. Her POD then voted to
ask that this cookoff be moved for
1991 without any consideration for
principles of fairness. With a letter
eloquently expressing this one sided
view, this POD apparently persuaded
some number of other PODs into
agreeing to the request for a move. In
a short period, from March 17th when
the original POD letter was written to
mid April, this position was rushed
through to the point where a new
cookoff was set up in Seguin without
any fanfare and almost under the cover
of secrecy. And the CASI Directors did
nothing to bring a note of sanity or
judgement or fairness to the process.
From a CASI point of view, it seems

that franchised championships, (Texas
Open, Virginia State Championship,
Mexico International, Chilympiad, etc.)
are all in extreme danger with this pre-
cedent now being set. Even the new
Seguin cookoff has no special protec-
tion for the future, if some cooks
and/or Great Peppers were to decide to
push for another move.

And so the personal point of view.
Norma was one of those people on that
committee and she was actively work-
ing to give Luckenbach a chance. She
was doing so; out of a belief that if
CASI was going to censure a cookoff it
should provide some support for cor-
rection; out of a concern that the cooks
did deserve a better forum for their
competition; and out of a sense of the
historical value of the cookoff at Luck-
enbach. When she found out that this
move had already been made, I assure
you that her hurt and frustration and
feelings of betrayal were very great.

In my case, aside from the concerns
expressed previously, I am also very
displeased with the decision to sched-
ule the Seguin cookoff on the weekend
after Chilympiad. I feel that this can
only hurt Chilympiad. In fact, any
large cookoff scheduled near Chilym-
piad will lose some number of support-
ers, who may feel unable to make two
trips to the same area on two succes-
sive weekends from far parts of Texas.

So what does all this frustrated
rambling mean! I don't know for sure.
I still believe that no other organization
has made any commitment to the high
ideals that I once thought CASI stood
for and I believe CASI could still make
those ideals a centerpiece of it's com -
mitment to the chili world. I would
like to see us not incur any more
schisms in the chili world, if at all
possible. I have absolutely no idea
how I, alone, can convince you and the
Directors and the Great Peppers that
you can make better decisions and
that CASI can be as great as it should
be. Maybe it comes down to the possi-
bility that I must only remain a thorn
in CASFs rear end and hope that some-
day I can influence some Directors or
Great Peppers to consider "What's fair"
before they consider "What's good for
CASI" or "What's good for my area."
Certainly these are no more synony-
mous now than they were in the early
days of chili when the privileged few
caused the growing mass of chili peo-
ple to feel unfairly treated. Elton L. Homesley
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P.S. Just to make the situation clear.
Before this came about, I believed that
Luckenbach Ladies State Chili Cham-
pionship had outlived its usefulness
and deserved a venerated place in the
history of chili world. I believed, and
still believe, that this type of cookoff
should be a showcase cookoff with the
cooks taking center stage and not the
historical or colorful locality overshad-
owing the fact that the best women
chili cooks in the state are vying for a
coveted title. But I also believe that
there was a right and certainly much
better way to accomplish this and that
it was unnecessary to make a headlong
dash to get it done without due pro-
cess and without a fair adjudication of
the pertinent rules which do exist.
And above all, I believe there was no
reasonable need to have the change
effective in 1991 in lieu of doing it
fairly and with a judicious concern for
the position that CASI put itself into,
eh!

Dear Terlingua Trails and Fellow
Chili Cooks:

I have been hearing a lot of grum -
bling about the Texas Ladies State
Chili Championship's move to Seguin.
This letter is written to express my
feelings about this move and some of
the things that I have heard that are
NOT TRUE.

1. Many of us "Lady Cooks" have
been unhappy for years because we
did not have the amenities that the
"Men Cooks" have had at their QUALI-
TY CHAMPIONSHIP COOKOFF, i.e., a
reputable charity, cook's gifts instead
of a "goodie bag" full of the same old
junk, area recognition, dance tickets,
sponsors to help pay the cost of a
cookoff, nice trophies (until a few years
ago when Barb Brltton at least got
that much changed.)

2. We have not only been unhappy
with the above mentioned items (plus
a few more) --- but I have believed for
a long time that we have outgrown
Luckenbach. If you get there early and
need to leave Saturday night, it's near
impossible to do! Also, there is no
where to get a meal if you don't want
to cook. We have no room for our-
selves much less for vendors who
wouldn't only be there for the cooks to
purchase food and/or gifts, but also
would bring in extra revenue.

3. Many of the "Lady Cooks" met in
Terlingua and had a meeting to air our
gripes. While we were there we elected
a committee to help us with these
problems. All we got from Luckenbach
was another questionnaire! What are
we supposed to do - wait year after
year for some positive changes? Well
that is not for me! Fm ready to move
on and let someone else try to put on a
"Championship" cookoff for us. One
that the "Lady Cooks" of Texas can be
proud of.

4. Changes are always hard. Good
traditions are to be honored and re-
spected, but the "Lady Cooks" of Texas
deserve more than what we have had
in the past at Luckenbach.

5. I have heard a lot of people
complain about "CASI" moving the
Ladies State Championship Cookoff.
They WERE NOT the ones that did it,
and I'm proud to say that I was one of
many who voted to move the cookoff,
and Fm glad that it's done. Has any-
one noticed that up to now the only
people that have really made a com-
plaint no longer even cook in the La-
dies State Championship cookoff?
Luckenbach was good enough for this
cookoff years ago, but we have out-
grown it! If we split or try to go to both
cookoffs, we'll have the same mess
that's been going on for years in Terlin-
gua. I hope to see you Ladies in
Seguin.

Bernle Horan

Terlingua Trails:

In the chili world I am classified as a
new cook, even though I have been
cooking for 5 years. Some of you "old
time" cooks may not think Fm qualified
to write this letter, but I have 2 qualifi-
cations - I AM A LADY AND I DO
COOK CHILI. I was also one of the 37
"ladies" that responded to the "Ladies
State Survey." I haven't cooked in
Luckenbach for 2 years because I real-
ly didn't like it there, the key word
being "I" so that was my choice not to
cook. Needless to say I was thrilled
when there was "talk" of moving it to
another location. I have read all the
letters in the GGG and it scares me
because its like there are two sides
forming. Is this going to be another
split like Terlingua? Gosh I hope not,
because I don't want to have to be put
on a side because I choose to go to a
cookoff when some of my friends are

cooking at the "other" cookoff. This
isn't something that came about this
year, when I cooked 3 years ago, the
ladies were dissatisfied and trying to
get the "powers that be" to make some
changes, but they wanted "control" -
all we wanted were some changes,
which have been repeated in all the
letters, none of us wanted "control" we
just want a nice cookoff. To blame
CASI is a cop-out, don't look for scape-
goats, look for the reason this all came
about, after all, "Ladies State" is for the
ladies and not the promoters of the
cookoff. Fll be at Seguin and I
volunteer Joe to be a "helper!"

Edna Dalton, Houston Pod

Jo Ann Horton
Houston, Texas

Dear Jo Ann:

Well heck the old story "one letter
perpetrates another" - so here goes my
answer to yours.

Did not accuse you or the Publisher
of quizzing your writers of which cook-
off they would attend, I was just point-
ing out the coincidental make up of the
writers. And my apologies to Colleen
Wallace. I believe that all of you are
human and that was the point that I
was trying to make. Humans have an
extremely difficult time separating
emotions from fact.

The notes that you refer to being
dropped on your head was done with-
out the knowledge or consent of a CASI
official. It was done by the owner of
the site and to get mad at CASI would
be equated to CASI getting mad at the
"Behind the Store" people for Aturo
White putting a permanent fence
across the entrance of a CASI mem-
ber's property. The coverage has im-
proved on the CASI cookoff but I do
not remember seeing coverage of the
Great Pepper meetings that are held at
the cookoff. I owe you an apology for
saying that the winners were not in a
December issue of the Goat Gap. The
winners were listed in '83 with the
following note, "NOTE: hopefully, these
are the correct winners. The GGG was
not sent a list of winners and this list
was compiled after numerous phone
calls." I think that is admitting that no
one was there to report. By the way,
Frank Tolbert was born in 1911 and
should have been 72 in 1983.
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1 will stick by my quotes from Hal
And I did not receive points for

the tvokoff unit approximately Septem-
K-.r and they were given In a phone call
from Frank Tolbert.

Nancy Becker could have been
divorced In 1973, but she was sharing
a house, business, and the last name
of Don Willsford In 1977 and 1978.
The 1st Mexico Grande that I can find
anything on was In 1985. The first two
Mexico Grande were held without any
type of sanctioning. The winner did
not receive points let alone qualifica-
tion to cook in Terlingua. CASI grant-
ed automatic sanction to the top three
in 1979 or 1980. Therefore, if the
cookoff was a success with no sanc-
tioning, why would it fail if it lost Inter-
national status, but still received cook-
off points?

I stated that I am not fully versed
on the move of the Ladies State, and
no, I do not believe that I have seen the
demands that you mention, but I think
that you are again confusing CASI, the
organization, with CASI cooks. I will
get a copy and peruse, but only for my
edification.

A. Vann York

To all fellow Chill Cooks:

It seems to me that the people, with
the exception of a few, who are saying
keep it in Luckenbach are not the
cooks who cook every week somewhere
to help promote chili and to help raise
money for charity. In the June Goat
Gap in one of the editors notes it was
stated that the Luckenbach represen-
tative did not have a chance to change
anything due to this year's survey
replies not coming in. What has been
done since three years ago to up grade
the cookoff? Three years is plenty of
time to put a State Cookoff in top
notch quality that a State Cookoff
deserves. Also several articles in the
Goat Gap poked fun at the serious
Lady Cooks of Texas. These men have
never been there, why not go this year
and try to "act like women" or maybe
the only way they could get many peo-
ple there is to go in "drag" (first stated
in GGG) and be counted. Also it was
stated that 404 surveys were sent out
to the ladies - why haven't entry
blanks been sent out to the same la-
dies to come and cook every year, like
Men's State receives their entry blanks,
to help make the Ladies Cookoff grow?

I have been cooking there seven years
and have never received an invite.
Everyone should realize that time
marches on and we all have to change
according to the times. When it first
started, Luckenbach was with the
times, but today they do not want to
move ahead and accept the new gener-
ation of chili cooks. The people that
want to keep it like old times are not
willing to accept the fact that the ladies
want to be treated with the respect
that they should get due to the fact
they are willing to get out and work
each and every week to help promote
chili and raise money for charities and
not sit back and say, "well it used to be
like this." I hope to get to cook against
each and every lady that I have met
during the chili year starting from last
October 1, 1990 until September 29,
1991 at the Texas Ladies State Chili
Cookoff in Seguin, Texas. In the past,
the Terlingua cookoff has been moved
several times so that it could grow and
change to accept the greater number of
cooks that go to it. The Luckenbach
promoters were not willing to accept
progress and listen to what the Ladies
were saying. So we organized and
moved it to a place that is willing to
grow with us. In an article in the May
Goat Gap it was said CASI changed
the cookoff - the reporting was done in
error. The Lady Cooks of Texas
changed the cookoff, not CASI. Now
that the cookoff site has been changed,
I will do everything I can to help sup-
port it and help it grow to be the finest
cookoff possible. Luckenbach may
have a cookoff October 5, but it won't
be the Ladies State, just another cook-
off.
Betty Bland, 1989-90, Texas Ladies

State Champion

Dear Irene Duffleld:

This note is to confirm my state-
ments to you last evening. In my re-
cent letter, sent to all of the CASI Di-
rectors, I made statements concerning
the actions leading to the decision to
move the Texas Ladies State Champi-
onship. Some of these statements
made you feel like I was questioning
your honesty or that I might have been
suggesting that your actions were in
some way underhanded. I want to
make it very clear that I in no way
intended that your honesty or integrity
was at issue. Certainly, I have the

highest regard for you and these quali-
ties of honesty and integrity that you
always display. It is important to me
that you understand my deep sorrow
that this interpretation was made of
my remarks. For the lack of precision
in my language and the resultant op-
portunity for a misunderstanding,
which if left unconnected, would cer-
tainly have damaged our friendship. I
am truly sorry. Please accept my apol-
ogy-

Elton Homesely

Mr. Del Smith:

First of all, let me say that the CASI
Board of Director had nothing to do
with th Ladies State Chili Champion-
ship being moved. It was voted on by
the Texas Ladies and the majority
voted for it to be moved. It is moved
and that is the end of it.

It sounds like in your letter that
you have a problem with CASI.Inc. and
CASI Board of Directors and you are
using the Ladies State Cookoff as an
excuse to get people riled up about
CASI.

Are you planning on having a SEX
CHANGE in the near future and mov-
ing to Texas? If not, then it is none of
your business what the Ladies of Texas
do about their cookoff. I have cooked
in the Ladies State Championship for
the last ten years and I know what is
going on. We have over one hundred
cooks in this cookoff and it is going to
get bigger. We will have the type of
cookoff and recognition that the Ladies
of Texas deserve!

Last, but not least, I am DAMN
PROUD OF THAT SO CALLED
WORTHLESS SOUTH TEXAS DESERT!

Linda Tyler, Lifetime Member of
C.A.S.I. #51

***

TERLINGUA TRAILS FAX
# (318) 222-COPY
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LEWISVILLE LAKE PARK
LEWISVILLE. TEXAS
AUGUST 10, 1991

• TOP 3 CHILIHEADS AUTOMATICALLY QUALIFY FOR RANCHO CAS.I. de los CHISOS, TERLINGUA, TEXAS
• EXPENSE MONEY TO THE TOP THREE WINNERS PAYABLE AT RANCHO C.A.S.I. de los CHISOS AFTER TURN IN
• SHOWMANSHIP WINNER WILL RECEIVE AUTOMATIC QUALIFICATION TO RANCHO C.A.S.I. de los CHISOS
• EXPENSE MONEY TO THE TOP SHOW TEAM PAYABLE AT RANCHO C.A.S.I. de los CHISOS AFTER JUDGING
• TROPHIES TO TOP TEN CHILI WINNERS AND TOP FIVE SHOW TEAMS
• GUARANTEED GOODIE BAGS FOR FIRST 100 COOKS TO REGISTER
• COOKS PARTY FRIDAY NIGHT WITH ENTERTAINMENT
• TREE SHADED COOKING AREA OVERLOOKING LAKE LEWISVILLE
• OVERNIGHT CAMP SITES FRIDAY «, SATURDAY $5.00 PER NIGHT. NO COOK SITE CAMPING
• FIRST 50 PRE-REGISTERED MOTOR HOMES GUARANTEED WATER «, ELECTRICITY HOOKUPS
• COME AND GO SWIMMING, BOATING OR PLAY GOLF AT THE LAKE 9 HOLE GOLF COURSE

1-35 to Justin Rd (FM407) EXIT-
go east Ml Mile to Park Entrance

and follow the signs

CAS.I.-$20.00 ENTRY
CHILI TURN IN 2:00 P.M.

SHOWII:30A.M.TOI:30P.M.

TEXAS STATE JUNIOR
CHAMPIONSHIP

ENTRY - $5.00
TURNINI:OOP.M

TEXAS FLAG TROPHY FOR IST PLACE

D C.A.S.I. DIVISION

Head Cook

Address

Crty

D JUNIOR DIVISION

Team Name

Phone.

Please enter our team In showmanship, yes.

MAIL EtCTRY FORM WITH CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO TEXAS OPEN
C/0 HIKIE McGARITY. 2050 N. SHADY OAKS DR. SOITTHLAKE. TEXAS 76092 817-461 -2107

CONTACT KEN ROBBINS, 214-313-0889 OR DORIS COATS 214-254-5920 FOR INFORMATII

IT'LL BE A REAL CHILIHEAD EXTRAVAGANZA!
Proceeds to Benefit Lewisville Parks & Leisure Services

Nama of Chill.

_ Stata Zip



Some Win, Some Lose, Some Drag Lizards

The Chili Circuit: A West Texas Hoot
ON THE TRAIL of the elusive,

perfect bowl of Texas Red...
It is 8:30 a.m. on a Saturday, 120

miles south of Lubbock. Odessa at
this moment seems busy enough for
a city that has languished in an Oil
Patch funk. Women in print dresses
and jeans are downtown-bound.
Some kicker in a pickup truck with
huge wheels veers past me to beat
the next light. I poke along, looking
for a street named, in a curiously
contradictory fashion, West County
Road North. There I will find Helen's
Bar and Grill, rustic site of the Black
Gold Pod's fourth annual cookoff for
chiliheads. As they say in West Tex-
as, it's a hoot.

By 11 a.m., a hot breeze carries
the linseed odor of fat oozing from
coarse meat being browned in pots
on Coleman camp burners. Chatting
and joking, we have set up our tables
in a lumpy vacant lot beside Helen's
Bar and Grill, an unpretentious tav-
ern that faces open rangeland. Some
cooks have arrived with travel trail-
ers; this is the way to do the cook-off
circuit in style. Within a stone's
throw, oil pumpjacks rock to and fro
like ducks bobbing for goodies in a
pond, which in a sense they are do-
ing. In three hours we will render up
our own simmering goodies to be
judged. Some cooks already are
breaking out the beer.

Noon. The air is heavy with the
odor of stewed meat and spices. We

BOB MORTON

Editorial writer
;ind columnist for
the Lubbock
Avalanche-Journal.

boast and we mutter about how our
chilis are coming. Mine seems bland.
I splash it with Milwaukee Light. I
add a touch of oregano. Heller. It is
"show-time," and "Wild Bill" Hen-
derson is clowning. Clutching a
string he drags along a couple of rub-
ber lizards engaged in an act that
ought not to be performed in public.
"Wild Bill" has done his strange
thing for years. Today he is clad in a
dress that hangs on him like a rag on
a fencepost. "She" looks about as ap-
pealing as a bad pot of chili will
smell - what a hoot.

1:30 p.m. The last spices go into
my brew: cumin, which, unsavory as
it sounds, reminds me of the odor of
a lathered horse; heaping table-
spoons of chili powder; a dosage of
oil to give the sauce a silky finish;
and a dash of ground jalapeno to en-
dow the pot with just the zing that
might get the judges' attention.

A band called "The Last Mile"
plays on a Hat-bed trailer parked
within our circle of modern-day Con-

estoga wagons. My cooking station
happens to be behind, not facing,
their big speakers - thank goodness.
Could a bad imitation of Handy Trav-
is possibly ruin a good chili?

4:30 p.m. Judging ends. Between
tastes from coded Slyrol'otim cups
that contain each chili, the judges
have cleansed their palates with
bites of carrots, crackers, grapes
and, not necessarily in this order,
swigs of beer. You can stagger away
from a judging lable no more en-
lightened about whose chili was su-
perior than before you arrived.

5 p.m. An important announce-
ment is forthcoming. The number 10
through number two winning chilis
have been revealed and mine is not
one of them. Last chance: The Num-
ber One choice of the judges is -
groan - somebody else's. In fact, no-
body from Lubbock wins. The top
dogs all seem to be from Odessa,
which is perhaps fitting for a city
that has been down for so long.

So it goes, another day, another
heartburn, another futile fling at get-
ting the recipe down right. I think I
know now how unappreciated a
housewife can feel. But it's a hoot.

5:30 p.m. Heading homeward, I.
stop at a service station to have a
man give me an opinion as to why
the Check Engine light is i l luminated
on my dashboard. He finds nothing
wrong. "Happens with these old

cars," he assures me. My '83 Cruise-
Controlled bomber has 133,052 miles
on it and runs like hot butter on grid-
dle. At least it has so far.

6:15 p.m. Ncnring Andrews, Hy-
ing past mesquites and bobbing
pumpjacks, I hear the radio warn of
tornadoes west of Lubbock. Hard
blue thunderheads tower to the north
but they at least promise to cool
things down. I find myself replaying
it all: Did I use too much oregano?
Was it too sweet with tomato sauce?
Did I overdo the Milwaukee Light?

My neck and arms radiate from
sunburn, the Clicck l^ii^inv light

.burns unremittingly and, clad blame
it, on top of everything else I can't
get anywhere with my chili.

Oh well. Patti Loveless sings Pic-
ture This and Paint It UliiL-. 1 crank it
up loud and decide that I won't have
a care in the world. Hollo, West Tex-
as - you're a real hoot.

SANTA ELENA CANYON
TWO DAYS ONE NIGHT

OCTOBER 30 & 31
EXCEPTIONAL FOOD BY

VANNYORK
NO CHILI - LIMITED SPACE

CALL BIG BEND RIVER TOURS
FOR INFORMATION

1-800-545-4240

TERLINGUA TRAILS FAX NUMBER
(318)222-COPY

HOW TO MAKE A CHAMPIONSHIP CHILI
AND WIN!

SECOND EDITION
Guaranteed or Double Your Money Back!*

• For all chiliheads, using our secrets, cook in just 4 cook-offs. We
Guarantee you will WIN, PLACE or DOUBLE YOUR MONEY
BACK!

• Over 30 new chapters, including chapters for more experienced
cooks, bean chili, green chili and salsa. Over 50 chapters total!

• Included with our new, convenient book on HOW TO WIN is a
FREE copy of our new Championship Spice and Equipment
Catalog. New Items — Almost for FREE, New Prices!

• HI-CO Price — $14.00 (postage paid)
• HI-CO Western Products

1806 East Main • Mesa, Arizona 85203 USA
'Guarantee is limited to a $28.00 credit from our catalog.
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All cook sites ore 8'X 8'.

All show sites ore 16' X 16'.

All walkways are 12' wide.

All corners staked with 1/2" iron rods.

Rancho CAS I de los Ch/sos
"OLD 3 2O "

Surveyed June 1,1991



PLEASE HEAR MY PLEA!

My name Is CAST, I am lost or stolen at
the Sandhills State Park ii Mohahans,

Texas.

I WANT TO GO HOME!

I am a blond-red Pomeranian, 5 Ibs,
registered. I have a soft spot in my head
and a cross bite. I am afraid of thunder
and tile floors. I am very very allergic to

pesticides, they cause very violent
vomiting.

If found, please call collect:

BOBBY ALD RIDGE
706 WOODVALE

SHREVEPORT, LOUISIANA
(318) 797-1860

Thank you!

YOU ARE INVITED !
ONCE AGAIN THIS YEAR WE PLAN TO HAVE THE THURSDAY NIGHT PARTY

IN TERLINGUA. AS IN THE PAST WE WILL SERVE FAJITAS AND TRIM-
MINGS. I WISH TO THANK EVERYONE WHO HAS HELPED IN THE LAST

COUPLE OF YEARS AND HOPE TO CALL ON YOU AGAIN THIS YEAR. WE
WILL NEED DOANTIONS TO COVER THE EXPENSES FOR THE DINNER AND

WOULD LIKE TO ASK ALL PODS AND INDIVIDUALS TO HELP SHARE
EXPENSES. - THANK YOU.

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR IF YOU CAN CONTRIBUTE PLEASE SEND TO:
MIKE BENOLD

4414 KEVIN KAY
HOUSTON, TX 77084

OR PHONE (713) 463-0868 AFTER 7:OOPM

Terlingua Trails would like to have
any news that you would like to have
published. Send in articles of interest,
photographs of recent cookoffs, announce-
ments, cartoons, etc. Space permitting,
we will be happy to publish it in our next
issue.

1

NOTICE

Those wishing to run for Board
of Directors of C.A.S.I. at the 1991-
92 Great Peppers meeting must
contact:

Johnye Bayer
9658 Bluewing Drive
£1 Paso, Texas 79924

or
Patti Cook

6418 Casa Vista
Garland, Texas 75043

BY AUGUST 24, 1991

THE GHOST OF CHRISTMAS PAST? 1986, WHERE ARE YOU NOW?
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25th Annual
Terlingua International

Chili Championship

CASI

Chili Appreciation Society International
at Rancho CASI de los Chisos

November 2, 1991
Terlingua, Texas

TEX SCHOFIELD — Emcee
C.A.S.I. RULES

FOR INFORMATION:
Hut Brown
15/772-2379

ENTERTAINMENT
Craig Carter

Thurs. & Sat. Nite
Kevin Black
Friday Nite

GAVISCOIT
THE HEARTBURN SPECIALIST
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1991-1992 Chili Year New Membership Application

Mail form and membership fee to C.A.S.I., 706 Woodvale, Shreveport, LA 71115. Yearly
dues are $8.00. Lifetime dues are $60.00 per person. Your membership card will be
mailed to you.

Name: Your C.A.S.I. No.

Team Name: Occupation:

Mailing Address:

Bobby Aldridge
706 Woodvale
Shreveport, LA 71115
(318) 797-1860

Telephone No.

BULK RATE
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